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Th\lf'tdoy!xuUSC' of:on offmng ofpn~.

We Ire writing todI.y as Memben of th,. Congressional Pnye:r Caucus, I bipartisan group of
fift)'-fou. Memben in Inc United SDln tlOUlC of Represc:nlltiYn d«Iiaolw 10 pl'Ol.«ung
religious libccrty••cknowkdgmg the import:llnl 10k thl' pf2y<:' pla)'l' in AInC'Oaon ijfc••nd
««>gumg our nIDon'. rich, 'piritUlll history.

Many of Amerio's Founding Flthen were rCIIO]"t,. IJ1 their f'iths, .nd the impact of such is
evident in the Constitution, the Dccbration of Independence and lhcir ""'1\Y other writings.
We ",(:og"i~c the importan,"" of AmeriOR' umkrst.nding the profQund i"n\Jence f.'th h.,
hid on Oil' nation and ill leaden.

When the fUll session creong.,"" IVai held, Reverend Willilom Linn Wilt elected "' Chaplain
of the HOUK on MIY 1, 1789. He began the tl"lldition established by Ihe Continentll
Cong.e.," to stan each day'a proceedings OJ><:ning with a pnyer by a chaplain. We
continue this mdition loday. by beginning eKh legislative day with pnyer. Addioo.uUy, as
Membcn of the Pnyer Caucua, we meet logether a>ery week on the fust day the House: is in
KUion to prill' for ~It ocher, for wisdom ror thc: vores we wiJI CUI Iltal week, and for OIlt
COIlntry.

1M lnldilion of offering pnyer in Amttia has become SO int~ inlO our .....lion'.
IpUllual heritage, thai 10 chl.tge IOlnC:OOe criminaDy for engaging in I\ICh an innocml
prw;ticco..,ouJd UIOlIish the men who fot.lndcd tiuI countJ)' on rdigiouIlibcny.
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